
Recommending approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission to the 
Resource Conservation District of Santa Monica Mountains (RCDSMM) for a one-time purchase of a 
new fleet of 26 microscopes for the Marine Science Program.

SUBJECT

May 29, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD
(THIRD SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $2,730 to RCDSMM, 
for outdoor education programs for school children (K-12) at sites located at Malibu Lagoon State 
Beach, Topanga State Park, and Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Reserve.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Commission has determined that the grant request will promote education, conservation and the 
propagation of fish and game, thus benefiting the County of Los Angeles and the State of California.

At its meeting held on April 12, 2012, the Commission approved a grant request in the amount of 
$2,730 to RCDSMM for the one-time purchase of a new fleet of 26 microscopes, for the Marine 
Science Program.  The microscopes will be deployed for use primarily in the Marine Science 
Program which RCDSMM offers at Malibu Lagoon State Beach and will also service special 
programming offered at other education sites and in classrooms.

The purchase of the new fleet of microscopes is to enable the RCD Education Department to 
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continue to deliver science-based education programs aligned with state standards to students 
(K-12) from local schools.  RCDSMM has been using the same microscopes since the 1980’s, a fleet 
of about 25.  They proved to be an excellent investment at the time, and have served the programs 
very well.  After so many years of service, the microscopes are in poor condition and approaching 
the end of their useful life. 

The new fleet of microscopes will significantly aid RCDSMM in continuing its outdoor programs 
which take place at multiple sites in and around the Santa Monica Mountains.  The Marine Science 
Program serves over 6,000 students annually.  The flagship program includes a plankton lab using 
microscopes to identify invertebrates, lessons in fish anatomy and local marine species, birding with 
binoculars to identify sea foul, water testing, and beach kelp-forest ecology.  RCD has provided 
important resource management information to their constituents since 1961.  They have a long 
history of research, education, outreach implementation of watershed planning, and restoration 
within the Santa Monica Mountains.

Since 1952, the Commission continues to support activities and projects that promote the best 
methods for the propagation and protection of fish and game in the State of California and Los 
Angeles County.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Providing funds for this improvement is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal No. 3 
(Community and Municipal Services).  In addition to enhancing the community’s knowledge and 
understanding of conservation and the propagation of fish and game, The Marine Science programs 
reinforce the same learning objectives as outlined by the California State science standards, but 
outside the classroom surrounded by nature.  These programs gently instill and encourage students 
to conserve and appreciate our natural resources and cultural heritage.  In this way, they advance 
the propagation and protection of fish and wildlife.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact on the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.

The Los Angeles Fish and Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty 
assessments collected relating to fish and game code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 13100 of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of fines levied 
for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities including 
propagation, protection and restoration; supporting fish and wildlife projects; and furthering research 
and education in areas related to fish and wildlife.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the education, conservation and the propagation of fish and game, thus 
benefiting County of Los Angeles and the State of California.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
5/29/2012
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JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:bf

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
5/29/2012
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